Chronic haloperidol treatment decreases preproenkephalin mRNA in the anterior pituitary: a study by solution-hybridization-RNase protection assay.
By solution-hybridization-RNase protection assay, the preproenkephalin (PPek) mRNA in the anterior pituitary (AL) of male rats was found to decrease by 42% after 3 weeks haloperidol treatment. It is concluded that dopamine may stimulate the AL enkephalinergic system at the level of gene expression.